
BYLAWS

OF

CONGREGATION BETH SHALOM:

THE NORTHERN ILLINOIS JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER

As Amended May 23, 2021

ARTICLE I

PURPOSE

Section 1.  The purpose of Congregation Beth Shalom: The Northern Illinois Jewish Community Center is to foster the religious and cultural welfare of the Jewish community of DeKalb County and of the Jewish students at Northern Illinois University. 
ARTICLE II

MEMBERSHIP

Section 1.  Eligibility.  Membership in Congregation Beth Shalom: The Northern Illinois Jewish Community Center is open to anyone who supports the purpose of the organization. 

Section 2.  Types of Membership.  The membership shall consist of individual memberships and household memberships.


(a)  An individual membership shall be a household with one adult eligible for membership. This member shall have one vote on matters brought before the members.  


(b)  A household membership shall be a household with two or more adults eligible for membership. Each of these adults may cast one vote on matters brought before the members.  

ARTICLE III

MEETINGS
Section 1.  Annual Meeting.  The annual meeting of the members shall be held in the spring  of every year, at a time and place set by the directors. Written notice, at least ten days in advance, except in emergencies, shall be given to all members by email or by first-class mail.

The purpose of the meeting shall be to elect officers and other directors, to adopt a budget, and to transact such other business as may come before the meeting. 

Section 2.  Special Meetings.  Special meetings of the members may be called by a majority of the directors or by the president, with notice given in the same manner as for the annual meeting, with the addition of stating the purpose of such a meeting. 

Section 3.  Quorum.  A quorum shall consist of the members attending.  

ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS

Section 1.  Number and Eligibility.  The officers of the organization shall be a president, secretary, and treasurer.  No individual may hold more than one of these offices at the same time.  
Section 2.  Election and Term of Office.  The officers of the organization shall be elected from the membership for two-year terms by the membership at its annual meeting.  The Nominating Committee shall submit names to the membership for electing the officers and other directors.  The notice of the meeting shall include these names.

Section 3.  Vacancies.  If an office becomes vacant, the Board of Directors shall appoint a member to fill the position until the next annual meeting. 
Section 4.  Removal.  Any officer or agent elected by the membership or appointed by the Board of Directors may be removed by the Board whenever the Board determines that the best interests of the organization would thereby be served.  

Section 5.  President.  The president shall be the principal executive officer of the organization and shall in general supervise all of the affairs of the organization. The president shall preside at all meetings of the members and of the Board of Directors. The president may sign, with the secretary or any other proper officer of the organization authorized by the Board of Directors, any deeds, mortgages, bonds, contracts, or other instruments that the Board of Directors has authorized to be executed, except in cases where the signing and execution have expressly been delegated by the Board of Directors or by these bylaws to some other officer or agent of the organization, or shall be required by law to be otherwise signed and executed.  The president in general shall perform all usual duties incident to the office of president and such other duties as may be prescribed by the Board of Directors.  

Section 6.  Vice President.  The Board may, at any time, designate a member of the Board to be vice president.  In  the absence of the president, the vice president shall perform the duties of the president. With Board approval, the vice president may sign any authorized document and perform such duties assigned by the president or Board of Directors.  

Section 7.  Secretary.  The secretary shall (a) record and keep the minutes of the meetings of the members and of the Board of Directors, (b) see that all notices are duly given in accordance with the provisions of these bylaws or as required by law, (c) be custodian of the organization’s records and seal, and see that the seal is affixed to all documents the execution of which in behalf of this organization is duly authorized in accordance with the provision of these bylaws, and (d) in general perform all usual duties incident to the office of secretary and such other duties as may be assigned by the president or by the Board of Directors. 

Section 8.  Treasurer.  The treasurer shall (a) have charge and custody of, and be responsible for, all funds and securities of the organization, (b) collect and give receipts for moneys due and payable to the organization from any source, and deposit all such moneys in the name of the organization in such banks, trust companies, or other depositories as shall be selected in accordance with the provisions of Article VII of these bylaws, (c) publish a financial report prior to each annual meeting, (d) keep a register of the address of each member, which shall be furnished to the treasurer by each member, (e) present regular financial reports at meetings of the Board of Directors, and (f) in general perform all usual duties incident to the office of treasurer and such other duties as may be assigned by the president or by the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE V

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Section 1.  General Powers.  The Board of Directors shall have all powers over the affairs and assets of this organization consistent with its purpose and in agreement with the bylaws.

Section 2.  Composition.  The Board of Directors shall consist of the three officers (the President, Secretary, and Treasurer), and four additional directors elected by the membership for two-year terms. Any member in good standing shall be eligible to hold elected office. 

Section 3.  Election.  The president and two other directors shall be elected in odd-numbered years, and the secretary, treasurer, and two other directors shall be elected in even-numbered years, and shall be elected at each annual meeting by a majority vote of those members present and voting.  Their terms will begin upon their election.

Section 4.  Vacancies.  When a vacancy occurs on the Board, the Board shall appoint, by majority vote, a member to fill that vacancy. That person shall serve until the next annual meeting at which time a director shall be elected in the usual manner to fill the unexpired term.

Section 5.  Removal.  A director may be removed by the Board of Directors whenever the Board of Directors determines that the best interests of the organization would thereby be served.  

Section 6.  Meetings.  Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be held at least five times a year and shall be announced to the membership. Board meetings are open to members, except when closed for executive sessions. An executive session may be called by the Board for purposes such as considering or voting on the removal of an officer or Board member, or considering or voting on entering into a contract.
A meeting may be called by the president or any other three directors at a time and place in DeKalb County, Illinois. At least seven days’ notice shall be given, except in emergencies, and shall include the agenda, the time, and the place for the meeting. 

Section 7.  Quorum.  A majority of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quorum for transaction of business by the Board.  

ARTICLE VI

NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
Section 1.  Nominating Committee.  The Nominating Committee shall consist of four members in good standing. Two shall be elected by the members at the annual meeting, from nominations from the floor. Nominations must have the consent of the nominees. The Board of Directors shall appoint two of its members, one of whom shall serve as committee chair. Nominating Committee members shall serve for one-year terms.  

The Nominating Committee shall submit the names of nominees for officers and other directors to the membership, in writing, at last ten days prior to the annual meeting.
Section 2.  Elections.  Elections of officers and other directors shall be held at the annual meeting. They shall be conducted by written ballot, except that when there is but one nominee for a position, a voice vote may be taken. A majority vote of those voting shall constitute election. No proxy votes are permitted. Voting shall be done in this order: officers, other directors, Nominating Committee.

ARTICLE VII

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION

Section 1.  Fiscal Year.  The fiscal year of the organization shall begin on the first of July and end on the last day of June of each year. 

Section 2.  Financial Support.  


(a)  Financial support is the responsibility of the members of the organization. A member in good standing is one who is meeting his or her dues obligation.


(b)  Dues for individual and household memberships shall be determined annually by a vote of the Board of Directors. Payment schedules shall be set up by the treasurer. 


(c)  No person shall be denied membership or participation because of an inability to pay.

Section 3.  Budget.  


(a)  Budget Committee.  A Budget Committee shall be composed of the treasurer and at least two other members, appointed by the Board. The Committee shall prepare a budget and submit it to the Board for its consideration.  


(b)  Approval.  The Board shall recommend a budget to members at the annual meeting. The budget shall be presented to the members, in writing, at least ten days in advance of the annual meeting. If the membership fails to adopt a budget, the Board shall have the power to adopt a budget at its first meeting after the annual meeting. The budget shall serve as an operating guideline for the Board. 

Section 4.  Contracts.  The Board of Directors may authorize any officer or officers, agent or agents, to enter into any contract or execute and deliver any instrument in the name of and in behalf of the organization, and such authority may be general or confined to specific instances. 

Section 5.  Loans.  No loans shall be contracted on behalf of the organization, and no evidences of indebtedness shall be issued in the organization’s name, unless authorized by a resolution of the Board of Directors. Such authority may be general or confined to specific instances.  

Section 6.  Checks and Drafts.  All checks, drafts, or other orders for the payment of money, notes, or other evidences of indebtedness issued in the name of the organization shall be signed by such officer or officers, agent or agents, of the organization and in such manner as shall be determined by resolution of the Board of Directors. 

Section 7.  Deposits.  All funds of the organization not otherwise employed shall be deposited to the credit of the organization in such financial institutions as the Board of Directors approves.
ARTICLE VIII

COMMITTEES
Section 1.  The Board of Directors shall create such committees as needed to conduct its business. Committee members shall be members of the organization. Committee chairs shall be appointed by the Board. 

ARTICLE IX

COMPENSATION AND CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Section 1.  No compensation shall be paid to any member of the Board of Directors or committee members for goods or services, without an authorizing vote of the Board.

Section 2.  Neither the president nor any other director shall vote on any matter in which that person has a conflict of interest. 

ARTICLE X

PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY
Section 1.  Robert’s Rules of Order Newly Revised shall govern the organization and its Board of Directors in all cases to which they apply and in which they are not inconsistent with these bylaws. 

ARTICLE XI

AMENDING THE BYLAWS
Section 1.  These bylaws may be amended or repealed or new bylaws may be adopted at the annual meeting of members or at any special meeting of members called for that purpose.  

Section 2.  Prior notification, in writing, of the text and reasons for any proposed bylaws change shall be given to members at least ten days in advance of a meeting. 

Section 3.  Adoption of any bylaws amendment requires a two-thirds vote of those members present and voting.

Section 4.  Bylaws changes shall take effect immediately after passage.  

